
 
 

 

 
 

SECTION D: RECREATION INVENTORY 
 
 

1) Community Recreation Inventory:  The Antrim County Parks and Recreation 
Commission and the staff of the Office of the Coordinator/Planner completed a 
comprehensive inventory of community recreational resources in 2000.  For seven 
months in 2004 this same Commission did an exhaustive review of the inventory.  A 
comprehensive, updated inventory was required before effective identification and 
prioritization of community recreation needs could be accomplished. 

 
The inventory was updated through an exhaustive survey of all county, township, and 
village recreational facilities.  Data was also compiled with the goal of placing the 
information in a searchable database, on the Antrim County web site.  Several columns, 
including GPS coordinates, were added in order to make the inventory a more useful tool 
to the potential users of these recreational resources.  Review of the data by county and 
local officials helped establish a base inventory as well as what facilities are needed to 
meet current and projected uses. Subsequent communications and face-to-face meetings 
with county and local officials clarified changes and added new facilities to the 
inventory. As the inventory developed copies pertaining to each unit of government were 
mailed for their review and approval of the complied product.  

 
The following pages describe the updated recreational inventory for Antrim County. For 
easier geographic reference all county properties/facilities, local public 
properties/facilities, and all school and private properties/facilities within the County 
have been organized and listed by township. Included with this inventory are facility 
location maps that illustrate the location and spatial distribution of all recreational 
facilities within Antrim County.  
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ng Notes

Antrim Creek Natural Area Antrim County nature area 140 Lake Michigan 45.02018333 85.20468333
Banks Township Park Banks Township beach 2 Lake Michigan 45.18778333 85.38296667
Lore Road Extension Banks Township access site 45.12543333 85.37073333
Wilson Lake (Rushton Rd) Banks Township access site 0 0
Ellsworth Lake (Rushton Rd) County Rd Commissionaccess site 45.14681667 85.24605
Ellsworth Lake Bridge County Rd Commissionaccess site 45.1656 85.23983333
Ellsworth Lake/Wilson Lake Bridge County Rd Commissionaccess site 45.13998333 85.24738333
Ellsworth Lake Access DNR access site Ellsworth Lake 45.16248333 85.24498333
St. Clair Lake Access DNR access site Lake St. Clair 44.97708333 85.1895
Ellsworth Athletic Park Village of Ellsworth recreation field 20 1 1 none 0 0 track and soccer field
Ellsworth Community Park Village of Ellsworth park 6 Lake Michigan 0 0 open area to be developed when all parcels acquired
Ellsworth Park Village of Ellsworth park 3 2 1 1 1 1 none 0 0 open area
Wooden Shoe Park Village of Ellsworth campground 3 40 15 Lake Michigan 45.16428333 85.23853333
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Notes

Central Lake High School Board of Education recreation field 1 lighted football/baseball field
Cary's Cabin Central Lake Township museum Chamber of Commerce building
Central Lake Library Central Lake Township library
Green River Access Central Lake Township access site Green River
Herrick Field Central Lake Township recreation field 13 2 1 track and football
Intermediate Lake Access - Houghton Road Central Lake Township access site Intermediate Lake
Intermediate Lake Access - South Street Central Lake Township access site Intermediate Lake
Intermediate River - Maple Street Central Lake Township access site Intermediate River
Intermediate River - Thomas Street Central Lake Township access site Intermediate River
Torch Lake Access - Alberti Road Central Lake Township access site Torch Lake
Torch Lake Access - Lake Avenue Central Lake Township access site Torch Lake
Torch Lake Access - Lake Street Central Lake Township access site Torch Lake
Torch Lake Access - Meggison Road Central Lake Township access site Torch Lake
Torch Lake Access - Wak Wing Central Lake Township access site Torch Lake
Central Lake Access - E. Bradford Village of Central Lake access site Central Lake
Wilson Lake Access DNR access site Wilson Lake
Ron Donaldson Recreation Field Village of Central Lake recreation field 1 2 1 1
Thurston Park Village of Central Lake campground 4 36 Intermediate Lake 2 covered pavilions
Central Lake Historical Museum?? museum
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DNR Access Site - lots 7,8,9 and 18 DNR access site
Chessie Pause Depot Park Helena Township museum Torch Lake swimming, volleyball, museum
Clam Lake Access - Chapman Road Helena Township access site Clam Lake HE08
Clam Lake Access - Crystal Springs Road Helena Township access site Clam Lake HE09
Helena Township Ball Diamond Helena Township recreation field 1 Torch Lake HE04
Helena Township Library/Community Ctr Helena Township library HEcc
Helena Township Tennis Court Park Helena Township park 2 HEaa
Valleau Landing Helena Township access site Torch Lake HE05b
Lake Street bet lots 116 and 117 Helena Township access site Torch Lake HE01
Valley Street Extension Helena Township access site Torch Lake HE02
Franklin Street Extension Helena Township access site Torch Lake HE03
Township Dock Helena Township access site Torch Lake HE05
Tyler Street Extension Helena Township access site Torch Lake HE19
Union Street Extension Helena Township access site Torch Lake HE20
Elder Street Extension Helena Township access site Torch Lake HE06
Best Road Extension Helena Township access site Torch Lake HE13
Père Marquette Road Helena Township access site Torch Lake HE14
Paige Road Extension Helena Township access site Torch Lake HE16
Thayer Lake Access Helena Township access site Thayer Lake HE12
Lone Tree Point Helena Township access site Torch Lake HE11
Public Boat Launch - Butch's Private access site Clam River HE11b
Coy Mountain Trail (signpost) Helena Township park 17 HEbb

43



Jordan

Facility

Co
nt

ro
llin

g 
Au

th
or

ity

As
se

t

O
pe

n 
ye

ar
-ro

un
d?

En
try

 F
ee

?
Ha

nd
ica

pp
ed

 
Ac

ce
ss

ib
le

?
Ac

re
s

el
ec

tri
fie

d 
ca

m
ps

ite
s 

(q
ty

)
ru

st
ic 

ca
m

ps
ite

s 
(q

ty
)

be
ac

h

re
st

 ro
om

s
ba

th
 h

ou
se

pi
cn

ic 
ar

ea
pl

ay
 g

ro
un

d
na

tu
re

 tr
ai

ls
tra

ck
 &

 o
th

er
 fi

el
d

fis
hi

ng

vo
lle

yb
al

l
te

nn
is 

co
ur

ts
 (q

ty
)

ba
sk

et
ba

ll c
ou

rts
 

(q
ty

)
eq

ue
st

ria
n 

tra
ils

gr
oo

m
ed

 c
ro

ss
-

co
un

try
 s

ki 
tra

ils

cr
os

s-
co

un
try

 s
ki 

re
nt

al
ice

 s
ka

tin
g

so
ftb

al
l f

ie
ld

s 
(q

ty
)

ba
se

ba
ll f

ie
ld

s 
(q

ty
)

go
lf 

ho
le

s

co
nn

ec
te

d 
wa

te
rb

od
y

bo
at

 la
un

ch
 (s

ee
 

No
te

s 
fo

r t
yp

e)
bo

at
 s

lip
s 

(q
ty

)

Notes

Sweet Road Antrim County forest area 120
Graves Crossing DNR access site Jordan River
Webster's Bridge Access DNR access site Jordan River
Jordan River Access Site Road Commission access site Jordan River
Snowmobile Trail DNR and snowmobile c snowmobile trail
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Notes

1905 Antrim County Courthouse-State Histo Antrim County museum
Antrim County Airport Antrim County airport 350
Antrim County Property - land locked Antrim County forest area 90
Batchelder Road Antrim County forest area 40
Derenzy Road Antrim County forest area 100
Meadowbrook Medical Care Facility Antrim County care facility 100 extended care facili
Mohrmann Park Antrim County park 105
Notewares Landing Antrim County access site
Bellaire Public Library Forest Home/Kearney library
Fisherman's Paradise Public Access Kearney Township access site Lake Bellaire boat launch maintai
Intermediate Lake Access Kearney Township access site Intermediate Lake
Cedar River Drive State of Michigan forest area 40
Oslund Road State of Michigan forest area 240
Stover Road State of Michigan forest area 80
Cedar River Walkway Village of Bellaire walking/bike path Cedar River Craven Park Dam to
Craven Park Village of Bellaire campground 80 30 20 3 Craven Pond lighted athletic field
Holiday Acres Village of Bellaire park 1
Richardi Boat Mooring Facility - Ohio Street Village of Bellaire access site Intermediate River
River Street Access Site Village of Bellaire access site Intermediate River trailer parking
Bellaire Historical Museum Village of Bellaire/Kearnmuseum Bellaire area memo
Mackinaw State Forest - Gaylord Forest Are State of Michigan forest area 10 mile cycle trail
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Notes

Antrim County Senior Citizens Multi PurposeAntrim County recreation facility
Hawk Lake Antrim County forest area 160 Hawk Lake
Lesher School Road Antrim County forest area 40
Mancelona Public Schools Board of Education recreation field
Mancelona School Forest - 1 Board of Education forest area 200
Mancelona School Forest - 2 Board of Education forest area 80
Wetzel Lake Park DNR park Wetzel Lake leased by Township from DNR
Lesher Park Mancelona Township forest area 40
Mancelona Airport Mancelona Township airport
Cran Park Village of Mancelona park 2
Palmer Park Village of Mancelona campground 29 12 2 1 3
Pump House Park Village of Mancelona pond 6 pond stocked with fish
Railroad Park Village of Mancelona park 1 shuffleboard
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Bussa Road Extension Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Elk Lake 44.91393 85.35737 66ft
Chippewa Trail Extension Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Elk Lake 44.83214 85.35319 66ft  Swimming
Easly Road Extension Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Elk Lake 44.90668 85.35358 66ft
Hoopfer Road Extension Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Elk Lake 44.85966 85.3608 66ft
Quail Street Extension Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Elk Lake 44.82638 85.3331 40ft
Rex Terrace Extension Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Elk Lake 44.85313 85.36753 66ft
Elk Lake Access - Schweitzer Lane DNR access site Elk Lake 44.88543 85.36515
East Elk Lake Rd Extension Milton Township access site Elk Lake 44 85 66ft
Elk Lake - Kewadin Access Milton Township access site Elk Lake 44 85
Elk Lake Access - Schweitzer Lane addition Milton Township beach Elk Lake 44.88853 85.36003
Elk Rest Drive Milton Township access site Elk Lake 44 85
Kewadin Access along Willliams Dr Milton Township access site Elk Lake 44 85
Milton Township Beach Milton Township beach Elk Lake 44.92815 85.36551 volleyball
Milton Township Park - East Elk Lake Drive Milton Township park Elk Lake 44.88132 85.36904 parking, pavilion & g
Plat of Woodlawn - Park A next to Bussa Rd Milton Township access site/park Elk Lake 44 85
Ringler Road Park/Elk Lake, site #38 Milton Township park 4 Elk Lake 44.87407 85.37201
W Sec Line of Sec 24 and SW of Plat of Elk Rest Milton Township access site Elk Lake 44 85 13ft
Erickson Road Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Grand Traverse Bay 44 85
O'Dell Road Access Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Grand Traverse Bay 44 85 66ft
Winters Road Extension Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Grand Traverse Bay 44 85 66ft
Birchview (Joe Marks) Dr Milton Township access site Grand Traverse Bay 44 85 33ft
Birchview Dr. 94 ft on Lake - pathway & table Milton Township access site Grand Traverse Bay 44 85
Carne Ct., Plat of White Sands Milton Township access site Grand Traverse Bay 44 85 50ft
Elkton Rd, Plat of White Sands Milton Township access site Grand Traverse Bay 44 85
Mark Trail Milton Township beach Grand Traverse Bay 44 85
Stevens Ct., Plat of White Sands Milton Township access site Grand Traverse Bay 44 85 50ft
Skegemog Lake Wildlife Area View Platform DNR viewing platform Lake Skegemog 44.82065 85.32394
Skegemog Access -Fairmont Drive - Site #48 Milton Township access site Lake Skegemog 44.8189 85.32775
Campbell Rd Extenstion Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Torch Lake 44 85
First Avenue Extension (Cedar Street) Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Torch Lake 44.87735 85.32126 66ft
Hammond Avenue - Plat of Harbor Beach Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Torch Lake 44.87323 85.32366 50ft
Hickin Road Extension Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Torch Lake 44.88123 85.32147 66ft
Indian Rd Extension Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Torch Lake 44 85 66ft
Rice Avenue - Plat of Harbor Beach Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Torch Lake 44.87049 85.32485
Ringler Rd Extension to Torch Lake Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Torch Lake 44 85 66ft
Stover Avenue - Plat of Harbor Beach Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Torch Lake 44.87168 85.32439 30ft
Sutter Rd Extension Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Torch Lake 44 85
Winters/Waring Rd Extension Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. access site Torch Lake 44 85
Bussa Road/Torch Lake/French's Point Milton Township park 3 Torch Lake 44 85
Chaney Drive Milton Township access site Torch Lake 44 85
Lake St. Plat of New Highlands Milton Township access site Torch Lake 44.85148 85.32907 50ft
Second Avenue - Harbor Beach (Pine Tr. Ln.) Milton Township access site Torch Lake 44.87675 85.32107
Severance Avenue - Plat of Harbor Beach Milton Township access site Torch Lake 44.87399 85.32259 66ft - swimming
Torch Lake Access - Kessler Park - Site # 93 Milton Township access site Torch Lake 44 85
Torch Lake Access - Severance Avenue Milton Township access site Torch Lake 44 85
Torch Lake Access - Severance Avenue addition Milton Township access site Torch Lake 44 85
Torch View St (Torch Lake Acres) Milton Township access site Torch Lake 44 85 60 ft
Torch Woods #26 Lot #33 (100.38 ft - Co. Land) Milton Township access site Torch Lake 44 85 100.38 ft
West Torch Lake Beach Site Milton Township beach Torch Lake 44 85
Lake Street - Plat of Woodridge access site Torch Lake 44 85
Torch River Marina commercial property marina Torch Lake/Torch R 44 85
Luhr's Landing Marina commercial property marina Torch River 44 85
Torch River Access - Lake Street DNR access site Torch River 44.85066 85.32815
Hugh J. Gray Testimonial, Cairn Highway Antrim Co. Rd. Comm. monument 44 85 rocks from all 83 Mi
Harbor Lights Marina commercial property marina 44 85
Milton Township Park - Cairn/Indian Milton Township park 33 4 2 1 1 44 85 volleyball, pavilion &
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Notes

Antrim County Property (land locked) - 1 Antrim County forest area 40
Antrim County Property (land locked) - 2 Antrim County forest area 20
Alba School District Board of Education recreation field
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Notes

Barnes Park Antrim County campground 163 66 0 1 Lake Michigan 2 pavilions, archeological site
Torch Lake Access DNR access site Torch Lake
Torch Lake Township Bill Good Day Park Torch Lake Township park 4 1 Torch Lake 2 pavilions, volleyball
Golden Beach Access Torch Lake Township access site Lake Michigan
NW Torch Lake Drive Boat Ramp Torch Lake Township access site 8 Torch Lake
Torch Bay Nature Preserve Torch Lake Township nature area 38 0 0 0 0 0 Lake Michigan
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Notes

Deadman's Hill Scenic Outlook DNR forest area
Warner Creek Pathway DNR forest area 3.8 miles, hiking & cross-country skiing
Warner Creek DNR forest area
Grass River Rd DNR and snowmobile c snowmobile trail groomed snowmobile trail
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2) Regional Recreation Opportunities: In compiling its recreation inventory the Antrim 

County Parks and Recreation Commission also tabulated an inventory of recreational 
facilities outside of the county. The purpose of this regional inventory was to provide a 
broader perspective to available recreational opportunities, thereby permitting the County 
Parks and Recreation Commission to better assess community recreation needs. 

 
In compiling this regional recreation inventory the Antrim County Parks and Recreation 
Commission choose to only inventory those counties immediately adjacent to Antrim 
County. This decision was made because it was felt that the counties adjacent to Antrim 
County would provide the best perspective in which to analyze community recreation 
needs. It should also be noted that this regional recreation inventory is not exhaustive 
(many local recreational facilities and perhaps some county facilities were not accounted 
for). The purpose of the regional recreation inventory was to better assess recreation 
needs within Antrim County. Therefore only the most significant recreational facilities 
within the adjacent counties were inventoried.  

 
The immediate recreational opportunities lying to the north of Antrim County are within 
Charlevoix County. Recreational opportunities within Charlevoix County include 
Fisherman's Island State Park on the shore of Lake Michigan, numerous skiing and 
golfing opportunities at Boyne Mountain Resort, and non-motorized trail opportunities; 
as typified by the Petoskey - Charlevoix Trail. There are also numerous boating and 
fishing opportunities available on Charlevoix County's inland lakes, specifically Walloon 
Lake and Lake Charlevoix. 

 
Recreation opportunities lying to the east of Antrim County are found primarily within 
Otsego County. Otsego State Park, Hidden Valley Resort, Sylvan Treetops Resort, and 
numerous motorized and non-motorized trails, including the 47-mile Cheboygan - 
Gaylord Rail-Trail, highlight the opportunities found within this county. 

 
The majority of immediately accessible regional recreation opportunities are found 
within the counties of Kalkaska and Grand Traverse. Significant acres of State Forest 
land are located within Kalkaska County. Within State Forest land areas, and along the 
heavily used Boardman and Manistee rivers are numerous State, county, and privately 
owned camping and canoeing facilities. The Village of Kalkaska is home to the Kaliseum 
recreational complex. Kalkaska County also contains many motorized (including the 
Kalkaska Area ORV Trail, the Blue Bear Snowmobile Trail, and several MDNR 
snowmobile and ORV trails) and non-motorized trails (including the North County Trail, 
the Shore to Shore Trail, the Kalkaska Winterfest Trail, and the Boardman River Water 
Trail) within its borders. Kalkaska County has also recently added a new little league 
park in Rapid City based on their Recreation Plan.  The Grand Traverse Regional Land 
Conservancy also manages two nature preserves (the Seven Bridges Natural Area and the 
Skegemog Swamp Pathway) within the County.  

 
Grand Traverse County, the most heavily populated county in the immediate region, 
contains the largest variety of recreational opportunities in the area. Grand Traverse 
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County contains several natural areas and state parks, including the Sand Lakes Quiet 
Area, the Brown Bridge Quiet Area, the Traverse City State Park, and the Grand 
Traverse Natural Education Reserve. Numerous non-motorized trail opportunities, 
including the North American Vasa Trail and single-track mountain biking path, the 
Traverse Area Recreation Trail (TART), the North County Trail, the Shore to Shore 
Horseback Riding Trail, and the Boardman River Water Trail are found within the 
County. In addition, to non-motorized opportunities, several motorized trail opportunities 
exist, including Boardman Valley Snowmobile Trail and the Grand Traverse ORV Cycle 
Trail. Numerous private skiing, golfing, and gaming opportunities exist within the 
County. Highlighting these opportunities are the Grand Traverse Resort, the Turtle Creek 
Casino and Resort, and the Holiday Hills Recreational Area. 

 
3) Community Barrier-Free Compliance Status: All county recreational facilities were 

evaluated for accessibility as part of the recreation inventory process by the Parks and 
Recreation Commission, in conjunction with their managing agencies in 1999. As part of 
the recreation inventory process in 2004, all local units of government (townships and 
villages) were asked to report their degree of compliance on all facilities. All local units 
of government were also asked to report any barrier-free action steps with their planned 
improvement schedules. All responses from the local units of government are listed 
earlier in this section. 

 
Antrim County continues to address and resolve all identified accessibility issues at all 
major county recreation areas. Recent projects that have increased accessibility to our 
recreational resources include an accessible bathhouse and accessible playground 
equipment at Barnes Park.  The recently completed Antrim Creak Natural Area included 
construction of two barrier-free trails and utilizes accessible portable toilet units.  The 
Action Plan and Capital Improvements Schedule, identified in Section E, call for the 
construction of an accessible office at Barnes Park, and for the construction of a new 
Interpretative Center at the Grass River Natural Area.  It should be stressed that all 
accessibility improvements will conform to the guidelines listed in Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) and to the guidelines developed by the Architectural and 
Transportation Barriers Compliance Board. 

 
Until all accessibility action items have been completed, Antrim County will continue to 
implement the following transition methods: The Grass River, Inc. will continue use of 
an accessible, wooden entrance ramp at the Grass River Natural Area Interpretive Center 
until a new facility can be constructed. Continued use of accessible portable toilet units 
will occur at the Antrim Creek Natural Area until all accessible measures identified in the 
Antrim Creek Natural Area Master Plan have been implemented. 

 
Many individuals have chosen Antrim County as their retirement community.  With this 
aging population, Antrim County is very committed to maintaining and increasing 
accessibility to our recreational resources.  All future facilities and programs will be 
developed in compliance with ADA guidelines and the guidelines developed by the 
Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board. 


