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Motion by Jason Helwig, seconded by Ron Tschudy that the Antrim County Planning 
Commission finds no incompatibilities between the Antrim County Master Plan and the 
proposed Village of Bellaire Master Plan and recommends the Village of Bellaire approve 
the proposed draft of the Village of Bellaire Master Plan. 
Yes – Helwig, Tschudy, Bradford, Teague, Lockwood, Priemer, Bailey, Gurr 
No - LaVanway 
Motion Carries  

8. Capital Improvement Plan: Discussion 
The Commission spoke on the 2020 CIP Projects.  

9. Banks Township – Zoning Ordinance Amendments 
Commercial Marijuana Establishments 
Motion by Barb Bradford, second by Rick Teague, that the Antrim County Planning 
Commission finds no inconsistency with the proposed zoning ordinance amendment, 
Section 4.28: Marihuana Establishment, with the Antrim County Master Plan and 
recommends Banks Township approve the change. 
Motion Carries - unanimous 
Agricultural District Regulations 
Motion by Ron Tschudy, second by Barb Bradford, that the Antrim County Planning 
Commission finds no inconsistency with the proposed zoning ordinance amendment, 
Section 6.09: Schedule of Regulations, with the Antrim County Master Plan and 
recommends Banks Township approve the change. 
Motion Carries 

10. Helena Township – Proposed Zoning Ordinance Language Changes 
Motion by Jason Helwig, second by Bruce Preimer, that the Antrim County Planning 
Commission finds no inconsistency with the proposed language changes to the Helena 
Township Zoning Ordinance amendment and the Antrim County Master Plan and 
recommends Helena Township approve the changes. 
Motion Carries 

11. Communications 
Members interested in attending 2019 Housing Summit on October 18, 2019 were encouraged to 
contact the Administration Office to register.  

12.  Various Matters/Public Comment 

Bill Bailey said a recent Supreme Court decision favors property owners when local zoning 
violates private properties rights.   
Meeting Adjourned 7:06 

 
 Submitted and Approved 
 

_______________________________________________ 
Barb Bradford, Secretary   
Antrim County Planning Commission 
Date: 





4. RECREATION IN ANTRIM COUNTY

Antrim County is rich in the natural resources that attract visitors year-round to enjoy our
outdoor and nature-based activities.  The abundance of beautiful natural scenery to admire, 
fresh waters and streams for fishing, canoeing, kayaking and boating, as well as hiking 
trails, golf courses and ski hills continue to make Antrim County a repeated destination site 
for families and visitors for generations.  

The County’s fresh water resources including the Chain of Lakes, the Jordan River Valley 
and access to Lake Michigan, as well as many other areas, provide constant opportunity 
for hunters, fishermen, hikers and snowmobilers alike.  

The Antrim County Parks and Recreation Board and the staff of the Administration and 
Planning Department completed a comprehensive inventory of community recreational 
resources in 2000.  In 2018, the Administration and Planning Department, along with the 
assistance of the Villages and Townships within the County, updated the list.  A 
comprehensive, updated inventory was required before effective identification and 
prioritization of community recreational needs could be accomplished. Data was compiled 
with the goal of placing the information in a searchable database on the Antrim County 
web site (see www.antrimcounty.org).   



For easier reference geographically, all County properties/facilities, local public 
properties/facilities, and all school and private properties/facilities within the County have 
been organized and listed by Township.  Included in this inventory are facility location 
maps that illustrate the location and spatial distribution of all recreational facilities within 
Antrim County    

4.1. Regional Recreational Opportunities: 

After compiling its county recreational inventory, the Antrim County Parks and 
Recreation Commission (2000) also tabulated an inventory of recreational facilities 
outside of the county.  The purpose of this regional inventory was to provide a broader 
perspective to available recreational opportunities, thereby permitting the County to better 
assess community recreational needs.   

In compiling this regional recreation inventory the Antrim County Parks and Recreation 
Commission choose to only inventory those counties immediately adjacent to Antrim 
County. The Commission believed that the counties adjacent to Antrim County would 
provide the best perspective in which to analyze community recreation needs. It should 
also be noted that this regional recreation inventory is not exhaustive (many local 
recreational facilities and perhaps some county facilities were not accounted for). The 
purpose of the regional recreation inventory was to better assess recreation needs within 
Antrim County. Therefore only the most significant recreational facilities within the 
adjacent counties were inventoried.  

The immediate recreational opportunities lying to the north of Antrim County are located 
within Charlevoix County. Recreational opportunities within Charlevoix County include: 

• Fisherman's Island State Park on the shore of Lake Michigan.
• Numerous skiing and golfing opportunities at Boyne Mountain Resort
• Non-motorized trail opportunities; as typified by the Petoskey - Charlevoix Trail
• Numerous boating and fishing opportunities available on Charlevoix County's

inland lakes, specifically Walloon Lake and Lake Charlevoix and Round Lake.

Recreation opportunities located to the east of Antrim County are found primarily within 
Otsego County:  

• Otsego State Park
• Pigeon River Country State Forest
• Hartwick Pines State Park
• Hidden Valley Resort
• Sylvan Treetops Resort



• Numerous motorized and non-motorized trails, including the 47-mile Cheboygan -
Gaylord Rail-Trail, highlight the opportunities found within this county.

The majority of immediately accessible regional recreation opportunities are found to the 
south and west within the counties of Kalkaska and Grand Traverse. Significant acres of 
State Forest land are located within Kalkaska County. Within State Forest land areas, and 
along the heavily used Boardman River and Manistee River are numerous State, county, 
and privately owned camping and canoeing facilities.  

• The Village of Kalkaska is home to the Kaliseum recreational complex.
• Kalkaska County has many motorized (Kalkaska Area ORV Trail, the Blue Bear

Snowmobile Trail, several MDNRE snowmobile and ORV trails) and non-
motorized trails (including North County Trail, the Shore to Shore Trail, Kalkaska 
Winterfest Trail, and the Boardman River Water Trail) within its borders.  

• Kalkaska County recently added a new little league park in Rapid City based on their
Recreation Plan.

• The Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy manages two nature preserves
(Seven Bridges Natural Area and Skegemog Swamp Pathway) within the County.

• Mackinaw State Forest

Grand Traverse County, the most heavily populated county in the immediate region, 
contains the largest variety of recreational opportunities in the area. Grand Traverse 
County contains several natural areas and state parks. 

• Sand Lakes Quiet Area
• Maple Bay Natural Area
• Ptobego Wildlife Management Area
• Skegemog Wildlife Area
• Brown Bridge Quiet Area
• Traverse City State Park
• Grand Traverse Natural Education Reserve

Numerous non-motorized trail opportunities are found within Grand Traverse County 
including: 

• The North American Vasa Trail
• Single-track mountain biking path
• Traverse Area Recreation Trail (TART)
• The North County Trail
• Shore to Shore Horseback Riding Trail
• Boardman River Water Trail













Park Name: Elk Rapids Day Park 

Size in acres: 13 

Description of the general purpose or use of each park: Art Rapids! Walk of Art; general recreation 

Primary Service Area: Elk Rapids Township, Village of Elk Rapids 

Type and number of recreation and support facilities: Restroom facility; pavilion; playground; day use 
parking lot 

ADA Accessibility Score: 1 

Site Development Plan, if one has been developed: N/A 



Park Name: Glacial Hills Natural Area 

Size in acres: 814 (split between Antrim County (608), Forest Home Township (175), and the Village of 
Bellaire (13)) 

Description of the general purpose or use of each park: General recreation use, specifically non-
motorized trail use such as hiking, biking, and cross country skiing.  

Primary Service Area: Forest Home Township, Village of Bellaire 

Type and number of recreation and support facilities: 3 day use parking lots, 2 restroom facilities 

ADA Accessibility Score: 1 

Site Development Plan, if one has been developed: N/A 



 

Park Name: Grass River Natural Area   

Size in acres: 1492 

Description of the general purpose or use of each park: General recreational use such as hiking, fishing, 
and hunting; educational programming 

Primary Service Area: Forest Home Township 

Type and number of recreation and support facilities: 3 day use parking lots; 2 restroom facilities; Grass 
River Educational Center building 

ADA Accessibility Score: 3; accessible restrooms; perception pathway for visually impaired; boardwalk is 
accessible  

Site Development Plan, if one has been developed: GRNA Strategic Plan 

 



Park Name: Mohrmann Natural Area 

Size in acres: 249 

Description of the general purpose or use of each park: General recreational use such as hiking, cross 
country skiing, and hunting; forest land under management contract with Antrim Conservation District 

Primary Service Area: Kearney Township 

Type and number of recreation and support facilities: None. 

ADA Accessibility Score: 1 

Site Development Plan, if one has been developed: N/A 

Park Name: Murphy Park  

Size in acres: 73 

Description of the general purpose or use of each park: General recreation use such as hiking 

Primary Service Area: Echo Township 

Type and number of recreation and support facilities: None.  

ADA Accessibility Score: 1 

Site Development Plan, if one has been developed: N/A 

Park Name: Noteware’s Landing  

Size in acres: Less than one acre 

Description of the general purpose or use of each park: General recreation use such as swimming, 
fishing 

Primary Service Area: Kearney Township  

Type and number of recreation and support facilities: Day use parking lot; accessible portable restroom 

ADA Accessibility Score: 1 

Site Development Plan, if one has been developed: N/A 



 

Park Name: Wetzel Lake Park  

Size in acres: Less than one acre  

Description of the general purpose or use of each park: General recreation use such as swimming 

Primary Service Area: Mancelona Township  

Type and number of recreation and support facilities: Accessible portable restrooms in warmer months 

ADA Accessibility Score: 1 

Site Development Plan, if one has been developed: N/A 

 

Park Name: Willow Day Park  

Size in acres: Less than one acre 

Description of the general purpose or use of each park: General recreation use such as swimming and 
fishing 

Primary Service Area: Kearney Township 

Type and number of recreation and support facilities: Accessible portable restrooms in warmer months 

ADA Accessibility Score: 1 

Site Development Plan, if one has been developed: N/A 

 



5. Description of the Planning and Public Input Process

Antrim County utilizes a “systems approach to planning” to address the County 
Parks and Recreation Plan. The Guidelines for the Development of Community 
Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans notes this approach as 
being “…defined as the process of assessing the park, recreation, and open space 
needs of a community and translating that information into a framework for 
meeting the physical, spatial and facility requirements to satisfy those needs.”  

5.1  2020-2025 Antrim County Parks and Recreation Survey 
In the creation of this Parks and Recreation Plan, Antrim County utilized a survey 
as an initial method to gather public input. The survey (appendix ??) was 
distributed via email to local municipalities’ clerks for further distribution, 
advertised in local newspapers (Appendix ??), posted on County webpage, posted 
on local recreational organizations social media pages (e.g. local chamber of 
commerce’s, Antrim Conservation District, Grass River Natural Area, Friends of 
Glacial Hills, etc.) The survey was available from Tuesday, September 4, 2018 to 
Friday, September 28, 2018. 

While the survey was not a scientific survey, the two hundred and thirty residents 
that responded to the survey helped formulate the goals, objectives, and action 
plan in this plan. The results of the survey (Appendix ??) show some information 



 

of respondents, such as village or township residency, age group, children in the 
household, and household with a member who is permanently disabled.  

 
The survey asked which parks respondents used within the last year. The top five 
parks were: 1. Barnes Park Campground and Grass River Natural Area (tie), 3. 
Antrim Creek Natural Area, 4. Glacial Hills Natural Area, and 5. Elk Rapids Day 
Park. The survey also identified how often respondents use parks on a weekly 
basis, which shows the majority of citizens use the parks at least 1-2 times per 
week. Respondents were asked what improvements they would like to see, what 
park lands, facilities or amenities they would like to see added, and which 
activities they participate in at County parks.  

 
Respondents were asked if the County should acquire additional parklands with 
10.9% of respondents saying no, while the 76.9% answered either yes or maybe, 
and the balance having no opinion. Nearly 60% of respondents said that potential, 
future land purchases should be funded through grants and donations. When asked 
about expansion of trails, 64.4% of respondents were in favor of non-motorized 
trails and 40.7% were in favor of motorized trails. It should be noted that there 
was not a majority of respondents voting no against motorized trails.  

 
5.2 Draft Plan Public Review and Comment 

The draft plan was taken to the Buildings, Lands and Infrastructure Committee on 
October 30, 2018 for recommendation to the Board of Commissioners for release 
to the public for the review and comment period. At their November 8, 2018 
meeting, the Board of Commissioners voted to have the plan tabled until the 
Antrim County Planning Commission could more thoroughly review the draft 
plan. At their regular meeting on September 3, 2019, the Planning Commission 
recommended the Board of Commissioners release the plan for public review and 
comment. The Board of Commissioners released the plan on September 5, 2019. 
 
The draft plan was distributed to local municipalities, advertised in the local 
papers, posted on various local recreational organizations social media postings, 
and word of mouth for public review and comment. Additionally, the Deputy 
County Administrator met with multiple organizations and County departments to 
review information in the plan.  

 
5.3 Final Approval by the Board of Commissioners 

With, the review period over, the final product was presented to the Antrim 
County Board of Commissioners and public hearing was held on the draft plan at 
their Thursday, XXXX, 2020 regular meeting. At this meeting, the 2020-2025 
Antrim County Parks and Recreation Plan was approved by resolution (Appendix 
??). Subsequently, the plan was submitted to the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources, the County Planning Commission and the regional planning 
commission Networks Northwest (formerly, the Northwest Michigan Council of 
Governments). 




