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Buildings, Lands & Infrastructure Committee 

Ed Boettcher Chuck Johnson, Chairman Bryan Smith 

 

Minutes 

May 31, 2016 
 

Members: Chuck Johnson, Ed Boettcher, Bryan Smith 

Members absent: None 

Others: Pete Garwood, Mike Crawford, Janet Koch, Sherry Comben 

1. The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairman Chuck Johnson. 

2. Public Comment 

None. 

3. Building Department Update 

Mark Haynes, Building Official, had included a written update in the agenda packets. 

4. Soil Erosion Control (SEC) Update 

Heidi Shaffer, Soil Erosion Control Officer, had included an update with the agenda packets. She 

told the Committee she was developing a communication to any property owner who contact her 

as the Soil Erosion Officer; the communication will advise them to contact a consultant for 

wetlands delineation. Ms. Shaffer noted the upcoming open house at the Antrim Conservation 

District on Saturday, June 4; Craven Pond will be stocked with trout for a fishing derby. 

 

Pete Garwood, County Administrator, said he, Ms. Shaffer and Sherry Comben, County 

Treasurer, had met regarding civil infractions. Though progress was being made, Ms. Shaffer said 

the process was more complicated than expected and due to her heavy summer workload she 

wouldn’t be able to work on it again until July. 

5. Forestry Update 

Mike Meriwether, County Forester, said the Hawk Lake timber sale was in progress; the contract 

was signed and the down payment in the bank. The timber will probably be cut in April 2017. 

Mr. Meriwether said he’d been meeting with property owners regarding a forestry easement for 

the Prince property. Mr. Meriwether said he will provide Mr. Garwood with language for the 

easement description for review by civil counsel. In addition, Mr. Meriwether said he was 

working on the Skinkle Road property and at Glacial Hills.  

6. Parks Update 

Eileen Wallick, Parks Manager, had included an update with the agenda packets. Ms. Wallick, 

Mr. Garwood, and the Committee discussed pay increases for her seasonal help. Mr. Garwood 

said the Administration Committee would need more information in advance of a serious 

discussion of pay increases.  

 

Ms. Wallick asked if there was another location for the storage of the portable fish pond and the 

stage, both of which were used only at the Petoskey Stone Festival. The length of the fish pond, 

folded up, was 16 feet long, and it is currently stored in the basement of the park office.  

 



DRAFT 

 

Buildings, Lands & Infrastructure Comm. Minutes Page 2 of 4 May 31, 2016 

The Committee discussed other storage options including the construction of a new building and 

storage at other County-owned facilities. Ms. Wallick was asked to bring solutions back to the 

Committee. 

 

Replacing the asphalt trail at the Elk Rapids Day Park was discussed. Ms. Wallick also brought 

up the replacement of electric pedestals. There was a discussion of creating a request for 

proposals for the replacement of the underground wire and the pedestals. There was also a 

discussion of looking at a previously completed proposal and what had been budgeted for 2016.  

 

Iron Sulfur Removal System 

Ms. Wallick said the system had lived past its expected life span and needed to be replaced. She 

had followed the purchasing policy and would be working with Culligan. A transfer from the 

building maintenance line item to the equipment line item was necessary; no action was required 

by the Committee.   

7. Operator of Dams Update 

Bellaire Dam Radial Gate Repair / Inspection 

Mark Stone, Operator of Dams, said one of the radial gate motors at the Bellaire Dam had needed 

replacement; the cost was expected to be under $1500. Mr. Stone said the gate could be operated 

manually.  

 

Mr. Stone said the Bellaire Dam had passed the recent inspection, which was required by the 

Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). The inspection was performed by an outside 

consultant who was certified by the DEQ. He anticipated the cost to be under $1500. 

 

Birch Lake - County Drain 

Mr. Stone said he was working with the DEQ and the County Road Commission regarding the 

replacement of the culverts between Birch Lake and Inwood Harbor, which leads to Lake 

Michigan. One culvert is under Timber Ridge Road, the other is under US 31. Mr. Stone said the 

DEQ was considering dropping the level of the culvert to facilitate the passage of fish from Lake 

Michigan to Birch Lake. He stated his concerns regarding invasive species. His next steps were to 

contact those knowledgeable in the field and to locate a copy of the permit to see if the drawings 

indicate that the culvert is to be placed at a lower elevation. He said he might ask to work with 

Mr. Garwood and civil counsel regarding statutes that concern a drain commissioner’s powers.  

 

Motion by Chuck Johnson, seconded by Bryan Smith, to recommend the Board of 

Commissioners oppose the replacement of the culvert between Birch Lake if it is designed to 

allow the passage of fish from Lake Michigan to Birch Lake. Motion carried – unanimous. 

 

Elk Rapids Hydro Dam 

Mr. Stone said a number of techniques are being tried for removing the lead paint on the Dam’s 

interior; when the appropriate method is determined, he will let the Committee know. Mr. Stone 

gave the Committee an update on the requirement by the DEQ for testing oxygen levels below the 

Dam. 

8. Grass River Natural Area (GRNA) Update 

Haley Breniser, GRNA Executive Director, said the new GRNA logo had been published. She 

said Klaus Heinert of Gosling Czubak had made a presentation to the GRNA board regarding the 

boardwalk replacement. Costs and phasing were still being finalized. 
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Ms. Breniser said there is $24,000 of grant money to spend on signage with an additional $10,000 

from an interested donor. GRNA is working with the sign designer who had worked with TART 

Trails (Traverse Area Recreation and Transportation). She expects to bring conceptual drawings 

for the signs to the next Committee meeting. 

 

Ms. Breniser mentioned an August “Planned Giving” Event at the GRNA Center, which would be 

catered. She asked if the County could allow a number of GRNA events per year at which alcohol 

would be served. Mr. Garwood said the Board of Commissioners would need to approve the 

request. It was recommended that Ms. Breniser present the specific date or dates at the next 

Committee meeting. 

 

2016 Tax Foreclosed Properties (see attached pgs. 5-7) 

Ms. Koch informed the Committee that Ms. Comben contacts the Administration/Planning 

Department annually with the tax foreclosed property list. This year one of the properties, a 40 

acre parcel, is adjacent to GRNA. The Committee reviewed a map of the property’s location.  

Ms. Koch said Theresa Kent, County Abstractor, indicated that the mineral rights are still 

attached to the property. Ms. Breniser said the GRNA Board supported the acquisition. 

 

Motion by Ed Boettcher, seconded by Bryan Smith, to recommend the Finance Committee 

find the funding for the acquisition of parcel 05-04-007-012-00 at a cost of $911.17, plus the 

Summer 2016 and Winter 2016 property taxes, and the Board of Commissioners approve 

completion of the Application to Purchase Tax Foreclosed Property for parcel 05-04-007-

012-00. Motion carried – unanimous. 

9. Maintenance Update 

Dave Vitale, Maintenance Director, said the boiler at the Sheriff’s annex had needed an 

emergency replacement. He added that a Commission on Aging air conditioner had needed a 

compressor replacement. It was the Committee’s consensus to allow Mr. Vitale to dispose of the 

replaced stainless steel sinks at the County Building as he saw fit. He added that the doors at the 

Courthouse were being refinished. 

10. Nifty Thrifty Update 

Judy Parliament, Commission on Aging Director, said she had upcoming meetings on June 9 and 

June 14 with two different organizations regarding the Nifty Thrifty operations. 

 

Julie Palka, Nifty Thrifty employee, said they had received an offer from a volunteer to assist 

with the creation of Nifty Thrifty as a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Ms. Palka asked the 

Committee about a long-term lease agreement for the Maltby Building with the County; the 

Maltby Building currently houses the Nifty Thrifty operation. The Committee discussed a triple 

net lease. This is a type of lease agreement in which the tenant pays all taxes, building insurance, 

and maintenance.  

 

Motion by Ed Boettcher, seconded by Bryan Smith, to recommend that the Board of 

Commissioners indicate their intention to enter into a 10-year triple net lease for the Maltby 

Building at a cost of $1.00 per year if a 501(c)3 organization is created to operate a retail 

thrift operation or similar use in the building. Motion carried – unanimous. 
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11. Traverse City to Charlevoix Trail 

Mr. Boettcher said he’d attended a recent meeting with a group that was working on the trail 

connection from Maple Bay Natural Area to the Village of Elk Rapids. Ms. Koch had included 

maps in the agenda packets illustrating the following: the Barnes Park properties with the existing 

trails, an adjacent 40 acre parcel, and a nearby 40 acre County-owned parcel (see attached pg. 

X). The Committee discussed approaching the property owner regarding a property exchange. It 

was recognized that an ingress-egress easement would need to be established for the property the 

County currently owns if it were traded to the private landowner.. 

 

Mr. Boettcher said he recognized that Ms. Wallick had reservations about connecting Barnes Park 

to a non-motorized trail, but said exchanging the County-owned parcel for the parcel north of 

Barnes Park was of benefit to the County even if the trail wasn’t routed in that direction. 

 

Motion by Ed Boettcher, seconded by Bryan Smith, to recommend the Board of 

Commissioners approve pursuing the acquisition of the parcel north of Barnes Park 

through a property exchange. Motion carried – unanimous. 

12. County Building Boiler Bids (see attached pg. 8) 

The Committee discussed the alternate bid from Sheren Plumbing and Heating for a Bradford 

White boiler rather than the recommended Lochinvar.  

 

Motion by Ed Boettcher, seconded by Bryan Smith, to recommend the Board of 

Commissioners approve the alternate bid from Sheren Plumbing and Heating, Inc. (using 

Bradford White boilers) to replace the original boiler in the County Building for a total cost 

of $43,695. Motion carried – unanimous. 

13. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Lease Update 

Mr. Garwood said the State of Michigan had accepted the County’s reduced rate lease proposal. 

He’d been told there had been an expression of interest from another property owner, but no other 

proposal had been submitted. Mr. Garwood will be submitting the 10-year lease agreement with 

two possible five-year extensions to civil counsel for review. 

14. Various Matters 

Antrim Creek Natural Area (ACNA) Boat Launch 

Ms. Koch said she was working with the Army Corps of Engineers on a small change to the boat 

launch project. Once approval for the change is obtained, the project will be scheduled. 

15. Public Comment 

None. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:42 a.m. 

 



 
 

  

 Memorandum 

 Administration Office 
 
 

May 24, 2016 

TO:   Buildings, Lands & Infrastructure Committee 

FR: Janet Koch, Associate Planner 

RE: 2016 Tax Foreclosed Properties 
 
 

The 2016 Tax Foreclosed Properties, prepared by Sherry Comben, Antrim County Treasurer, is a 
64-page listing of properties that are undergoing tax foreclosure. Public Act 123 of 1999, Section 
211.78m, allows the County to purchase any of these properties by payment of the minimum bid 
to the foreclosing governmental unit (in this case the County Treasurer) if the local unit of 
government does not purchase the property. The County purchases a tax foreclosed property by 
completing an application and returning it to the County Treasurer by July 5, 2016. If the 
application is successful, the summer and winter 2016 property taxes become the responsibility 
of the County.  

A review of the foreclosure listing shows a 40-acre parcel in Custer Township that could be of 
interest to the County, as it is contiguous to other County-owned parcels on the Grass River (see 
drawing below; tax exempt parcels are brown). Haley Breniser, Executive Director of Grass River 
Natural Area, will be asking the GRNA Board for direction on acquisition of the parcel. Ms. 
Breniser noted that there are no large structures on the parcel, and it is 60% forested wetland 
habitat. More information regarding the parcel is on the following page, which includes the 2015 
property tax amounts. The Abstractor has been asked to provide information on the parcel, 
which should be available by the time of the meeting, as will the response of the GRNA Board. 

Please consider the following motion: 

Motion by ___________________, seconded by _________________, to recommend the 
Finance Committee find the funding for the acquisition of parcel 05-04-007-012-00 at a cost of 
$911.17, plus the Summer 2016 and Winter 2016 property taxes, and the Board of 
Commissioners approve completion of the Application to Purchase Tax Foreclosed Property for 
parcel 05-04-007-012-00. 
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Antrim County

Parcel No. 05-04-007-012-00

Close This Window | Permalink | Find Location on Map | 300 Foot Radial Search 

Antrim County Property Information 
Jurisdiction: Custer Township

Owner Name: MORGAN LUCILLE M - JOSEPH S
Mailing Address: 8010 COMFORT RD

BELLAIRE, MI 49615

Property Information
Current Taxable Value: $5,906

Last Year's Taxable Value: $5,813
School District: 05040

Current Assessment: $30,000
Last Year's Assessment: $30,000

Current S.E.V.: $30,000
Last Year's S.E.V.: $29,937

Current P.R.E.: 100%
Current Property Class: 400

Tax Information
Taxable Year Summer Tax Amount Village Tax Amount Township Tax Amount

2015 $104.25 $0.00 $49.35

2014 $102.61 $0.00 $45.94

2013 $100.71 $0.00 $43.51

Property Sale Information
Sale information is not available for this property

Legal Description
SE 1/4 OF SW FRL 1/4 SEC 7 T29N R7W 40 A.

Powered by Community Center™ software from the Land Information Access Association

Page 1 of 1Details for Item: 05-04-007-012-00

5/25/2016http://www.antrimcounty.org/cc/DBViewer/DBVPropSheet.asp?pid=05-04-007-012-00&l...
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      Antrim County  Project:   County Building Boiler                                               Bid Opening:  5-20-2016  

Bidding Company 
 

TOTAL BID 
 

Alternate Bid Insurance Yes/No 
 

Warranty 
 

Bid Bond 

abi Mechanical 
$70,149 N/A Yes Yes Yes 

 

Haggard’s  

 $74,571 N/A Yes Yes Yes 

JP Heating 
$52,920 N/A Yes Yes Check 

Sheren 
$47,128 $43,695 Yes Yes Yes 

Temperature Control 
$47,550 N/A Yes  No 

Wise 
$102,068.17 N/A Yes Yes Yes 
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