
DRAFT 

 

Buildings, Lands & Infrastructure Comm. Minutes Page 1 of 4 November 29, 2016 

Buildings, Lands & Infrastructure Committee 

Ed Boettcher  Bryan Smith 

 

Minutes 

November 29, 2016 
 

Members: Ed Boettcher, Bryan Smith 

Members absent: None 

Others: Pete Garwood, Janet Koch, Mike Crawford 

1. The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Ed Boettcher. 

2. Public Comment 

Michelle Jump distributed copies of a letter to the Committee, a drawing of the Jump’s property 

showing the location of their proposed buildings, and a drawing showing an approximate location of 

the proposed septic line connecting their system to the existing drain field (see attached pgs. 5-7). 

 

Patty Niepoth, Register of Deeds, asked that the Committee consider placing hanging signs from the 

ceiling on the first floor regarding the location of restrooms. She also requested that an easel be 

placed in a central location on the first floor regarding meetings. She also requested that a meeting 

schedule be distributed on a regular basis. Pete Garwood, County Administrator, said he would work 

on the issues with the Maintenance Director and his staff. 

3. Maltby Building 

Laura Sexton said there had been an informal agreement when the County acquired the Maltby 

Building that a sign would be placed on the structure denoting it as the Maltby Building. Ms. Sexton 

said she was willing to provide the sign if the County would install it. It was the consensus of the 

Committee to move ahead with the project. The Committee told Ms. Sexton there were no 

discussions regarding the sale of the Maltby Building.  

 

The Committee also told Ms. Sexton there were no plans regarding the reconstruction of an historic 

logging camp at Mohrmann Natural Area. Ms. Sexton said she preferred the County leave the area as 

a natural area.  

4. Building Department Update 

Mark Haynes, Building Official, had included a written update in the agenda packets. He said 

October had been a busy month. It was also noted that there will be two vacancies on the 

Construction Code Appeals Board unless a builder and an electrician submit applications and are 

appointed.  

5. Soil Erosion Control (SEC) Update 

Heidi Shaffer, Soil Erosion Control Officer, had included an update with the agenda packets. She 

also distributed a page from the Antrim County Soil Erosion, Sedimentation, and Stormwater Runoff 

Control Ordinance Guidelines (see attached pg. 8). Mr. Garwood told Ms. Shaffer that the 

Committee had not received the information about a change to the appeals section as it had not been 

reviewed by civil counsel. 

 

Mr. Boettcher asked about the relationship between the County and Michigan’s Department of 

Environmental Quality (DEQ) regarding violations. Ms. Shaffer said a violation of a fill of regulated 

wetlands in the County is reported to the DEQ because regulated wetlands are included in the 

definition of waters of the State of Michigan.  
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Ms. Shaffer said the landscaping proposed by the Jumps on Grass River would not cause erosion and 

it was within the DEQ regulations. She added that she would prefer that the shoreline remain natural.  

6. Forestry Update 

Mike Meriwether, County Forester, said he was moving forward with the appraisal for the property 

adjacent to Mohrmann Park; he’d received an estimate of $1,900. He added that the timber cut at 

Glacial Hills had been temporarily halted due to the warm and wet weather. Mr. Meriwether said the 

easement to the Prince property had been recorded with the Register of Deeds. 

 

Mr. Meriwether and the Committee discussed alternatives to the exchange or purchase of the 

property north of Barnes Park for the purpose of non-motorized trails. 

7. Parks Update 

Eileen Wallick, Parks Manager, had provided a Parks update with the agenda packet. She also 

distributed photos of the work on the path at Elk Rapids Day Park (see attached pgs. 9-10).  

8. Operator of Dams Update 

Mark Stone, Operator of Dams, had included a memo in the agenda packet regarding progress on the 

bidding specifications for the interior renovations to the Elk Rapids Hydroelectric Dam. He said he’d 

toured Building 50 at Grand Traverse Commons, which had similar issues regarding lead paint 

abatement. Mr. Stone indicated that the publication of the request for proposals would be timed to 

award the project at the Board of Commissioners meeting in February. 

9. Grass River Natural Area (GRNA) Update 

Haley Breniser, Executive Director of GRNA, did not appear at the meeting. 

10. Maintenance Update 

Dave Vitale, Maintenance Director, described a number of projects on which the Maintenance 

Department had been working. An emergency repair on the Jail’s water heater had been necessary. 

Mr. Vitale added that he’d been in contact with Northwest Lock to repair the locks on the north 

doors of the 1905 Courthouse. He also said some stonework on the monument on the front lawn had 

been damaged.  

11. Courthouse Entrance Doors 

Jim Rossiter, Prosecuting Attorney, said the doors had been an issue for some time. Mr. Vitale said 

the new parts would assist with correcting the problem. He added that he had in the past requested 

new doors, but none had been approved. Mr. Boettcher said the situation could be reassessed after 

Northwest Lock makes repairs. 

12. SimplexGrinnell Service Agreement (see attached pgs. 11-13) 

Mr. Garwood told the Committee that SimplexGrinnell provided the maintenance of the fire alarm 

systems at the 1905 Courthouse and the County Building. The agreement was for three years with a 

cost of $4,823.00 per year and the agreement language was the same as the previous agreement, 

which had been reviewed by civil counsel with subsequent changes by the vendor. 

 

Motion by Bryan Smith, seconded by Ed Boettcher, to recommend the Board of 

Commissioners authorize the Board Chairman to execute a three-year service agreement with 

SimplexGrinnell for the fire alarm systems at the 1905 Courthouse and the County Building at 

an annual cost of $4,823.00. Motion carried – unanimous. 
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13. 2017 Remonumentation Grant (see attached pgs. 14-16) 

Mr. Garwood said the proposed grant agreement between the County and the State of Michigan 

(Department of Licensing and regulatory Affairs) had been reviewed and there were no areas of 

concern. Scott Papineau, County Surveyor, is the program representative and Mr. Garwood is the 

program administrator for the County. Mr. Garwood said the County Register of Deeds collect a 

small fee from all recorded documents to fund a remonumentation program. The intention of the 

program is to remonument the section corners that had been set in the 1800s.  

 

Mr. Papineau’s 2015 Annual Report stated that the total number of corners to be remonumented in 

Antrim County was 2,148. If all of the section corners planned for 2016 were remonumented, 1,305 

corners would remain. 

 

Motion by Bryan Smith, seconded by Ed Boettcher, to recommend the Board of 

Commissioners authorize the Remonumentation Program Administrator to sign the 

application for the 2017 Survey and Remonumentation Grant totaling $35,941.00 and approve 

the submission of the application. Motion carried – unanimous. 

 

Motion by Bryan Smith, seconded by Ed Boettcher, to recommend the Board of 

Commissioners authorize the Board Chairman to execute the 2017 Survey Remonumentation 

Grant No. BCC 17-05 Agreement with the State of Michigan Department of Licensing and 

Regulatory Affairs. Motion carried – unanimous. 

 

14. Various Matters 

Forestry Ordinance 

The Committee discussed possible changes to the Forestry Ordinance, specifically the removal of the 

word “exchange” from Section 2.02 - Sale or Disposal of Forest Lands or to add language regarding 

standards that could allow a property exchange; language regarding landlocked property or property 

of equal or higher value. 

 

Mr. Meriwether said he would like to review the Ordinance with that change in mind; he also didn’t 

want to set precedent for the exchange of property as he didn’t approve of putting any County-

owned forest land into jeopardy. Mr. Meriwether told the Committee there were still some County-

owned properties that didn’t have public easements. 

 

Mr. Boettcher asked to have the topic put on the agenda for the next meeting. 

 

Jump Easement 

Ms. Jump said her information was that the construction cost of a drainfield was between $4,000 and 

$5,000. Mr. Boettcher noted that if the Jumps had to acquire an easement on private property there 

would be a cost to purchase the easement in addition to the cost of the drainfield construction. The 

Committee and Mike Crawford, Chairman of the Board of Commissioners, discussed what would be 

considered fair market value. 
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Motion by Bryan Smith, seconded by Ed Boettcher, to recommend the Board of 

Commissioners approve a 10’ wide sanitary sewer utility easement across the County-owned 

parcel #05-04-006-032-50 for the purpose of providing access to a sanitary drain field for 

parcel #05-04-006-030-00, owned by Don and Michelle Jump, due to the fact that there is a 

functional and inactive drain field existing on the property, with the centerline of the easement 

to be located as sketched in the drawing provided at the Buildings, Lands & Infrastructure 

meeting of November 29, 2016, with the easement description to be finalized after the as-built 

information is provided by the contractor, with Don and Michelle Jump paying Antrim 

County a one-time fee of $5,000 for the easement, and with Don and Michelle Jump paying the 

cost of the grant of easement—which includes a legal description of the easement—and 

recording fees, and with the cost of any future sewer system repairs or maintenance to be 

borne by the property owner of parcel #05-04-006-030-00. Motion carried – unanimous. 

15. Public Comment 

None. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:12 a.m. 
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