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Buildings, Lands & Infrastructure Committee 

Ed Boettcher Chuck Johnson, Chairman Bryan Smith 

 

Minutes 

October 4, 2016 
 

Members: Chuck Johnson, Bryan Smith 

Members absent: Ed Boettcher 

Others: Pete Garwood, Janet Koch, Sheryl Guy 

1. The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairman Chuck Johnson. 

2. Public Comment 

None. 

3. Building Department Update 

Mark Haynes, Building Official, had included a written update in the agenda packets. Mr. Haynes 

said August had been a busy month. He anticipated an increase in commercial applications.  

 

Pete Garwood, County Administrator, asked how the plumbing inspections were working with an 

outside contractor. Mr. Haynes said there had been minimal difficulties and expected to be able to 

continue using contracted pluming inspection services through 2017. He added that the new 

project of East Jordan Iron Works (EJ) could alter that situation. 

4. Soil Erosion Control (SEC) Update 

Heidi Shaffer, Soil Erosion Control Officer, had included an update with the agenda packets; 

permit numbers were up. She told the Committee that the Antrim Conservation District (ACD) 

was working on a one-year plan and a strategic plan that was in line with the County’s Master 

Plan.  

 

Ms. Shaffer said she was working with Three Lakes Association regarding Golden Brown algae. 

She also said she was meeting with a Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 

representative regarding the DEQ’s enforcement efforts.  

5. Forestry Update 

Mike Meriwether, County Forester, did not attend the meeting. 

6. Trust Fund Grant Application 

Janet Koch, Association Planner, said the application was for the parcel discussed as a trust fund 

application by Mr. Meriwether approximately a year earlier. She noted it had been brought to her 

attention that Mr. Meriwether owned an 80-acre parcel in close proximity to the property that is 

being considered for purchase. It was not known whether an appraisal for the property had been 

completed. As the trust fund application would not be due until April 1, 2017, the Committee 

asked to have the item placed on the November agenda. 

7. Forestry Grant Award Proposal 

Mr. Garwood said Mr. Meriwether was proposing a community grant program using monies from 

the Forestry Fund #230. The consensus of the committee was that the program was positive idea, 

but the first step was the legality of the proposed program had to be established. 
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8. Parks Update 

Eileen Wallick, Parks Manager, distributed copies of her update (see attached pgs. 6-7). She 

noted the difficulties the staff was having in cleaning the Elk Rapids Day Park picnic tables after 

art in the park projects. Mr. Garwood advised Ms. Wallick to tell the art groups to have them 

completely cover the tables with plastic or to bring in their own tables. 

 

Ms. Wallick noted that the campground’s electric fees would be going up and requested that the 

Committee recommend that the campground fees also be increased. The update she’d distributed 

included rates in other comparable campgrounds.  

 

Motion by Bryan Smith, seconded by Chuck Johnson, to recommend that the Barnes Park 

camping fees be increased in 2017 by $2, to $30 for electric sites and $26 for rustic sites. 

Motion carried – unanimous. 

 

Ms. Wallick distributed a quote from Great Lakes Striping and Sealing for making repairs to the 

asphalt at the campground and pictures of damaged areas (see attached pgs. 8-12). The 

Committee asked if the quote included subbase gravel. Ms. Wallick said she would find out; #3 & 

#8 to be done in 2016 if possible.  

 

Mr. Garwood said the project needed to follow the County’s purchasing and bidding policy. 

Mr. Johnson said he would talk to the Antrim County Road Commission about the snowplowing 

practices at the campground. 

9. Barnes Park Camping Refund Request 

Ms. Wallick said she had talked to different campgrounds in the region; some had problems with 

the spotted Mediterranean cockroaches and some did not. She said the manager of the Platte 

River National Forest told her that problems with the roaches are now a reality of camping. 

 

She had been told by a pest control company that it had been a bad year for bugs. Ms. Koch said 

since the two complaints in early September, no one else had contacted the Administration office 

regarding the wood roaches. Mr. Garwood recommended that flyers be put up at the bathhouses 

noting that “Insects are part of the camping experience,” and to include photos of the various 

insects. 

 

The Committee chose not to recommend any action regarding the refund request. 

10. Operator of Dams Update 

Mark Stone, Operator of Dams, said the 100-year anniversary event at the Elk Rapids Hydro Dam 

had been well-received; an extensive article had appeared in the Elk Rapids News. Mr. Stone 

discussed upcoming State of Michigan legislation regarding hydro dam. Language allowing an 

exemption from state statues to allow municipalities have an easement for utilities leading from a 

hydro dam instead of owning the property was discussed. A possible fee for drafting that 

language was mentioned.  

 

The Committee indicated their interest in the concept and asked that Mr. Stone appear at the 

October 13 Board of Commissioners meeting to answer any questions the Board might have 

about moving forward. 

 

Mr. Stone updated the Committee on the painting project at the Elk Rapids Hydro Dam. He said 

specifications were being drawn up and hoped they would be finalized by the end of November.  
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Mr. Stone showed pictures of the new Birch Lake culvert (see attached pg. 13). With the new 

culvert in place, the expectation is that Birch Lake will be less prone to flooding. Mr. Stone 

commended the Antrim County Road Commission on their handling of the project. 

11. Grass River Natural Area (GRNA) Update 

Haley Breniser, Executive Director of GRNA, said the Grass River Natural Area Field Guide was 

available for sale at $16.96 with tax. She told the Committee that the new GRNA signage project 

was underway. She expected the project to be completed within the next few weeks. 

12. GRNA Dock/Boardwalk Removal Update 

After the July 14, 2016 Board of Commissioner approval to remove the dock and boardwalk on 

the Grass River, Ms. Breniser had begun work on the project. Since that time, the owner of the 

property to the east contacted the County and presented a registered Grant of Easement. The 

easement is across the County-owned property and expires on December 31, 2031. 

 
Motion by Bryan Smith, seconded by Chuck Johnson, to recommend the Board of 

Commissioners rescind their July 14, 2016 motion regarding removal of the boardwalk and 

dock on parcel 05-04-006-039-10 and to authorize the removal of invasive species at the 

Grass River Natural Area,” and to recommend the Board of Commissioners approve a 

motion to authorize the removal of invasive species at Grass River Natural Area, with the 

work to be completed by the SEEDS Youth Corps, at the cost of $2,500.00 to be paid from 

the Grass River Natural Area Fund #223. Motion carried.  

13. New Easement Request 

Ms. Koch said that Don and Michelle Jump had stopped at the Administration Office recently and 

asked about getting permission for a sewer easement across County property, which would allow 

them to build on their property adjacent to the Grass River. Ms. Koch told the Committee she’d 

also received an email from Ms. Jump the previous Friday stating that she and her husband had 

received permission to use an unused drain field. Although the drain field was constructed with 

permission of the property owner at the time, the property on which the drain field is located is 

now owned by the County. This likely means that the easement request to the County would be 

for a 10’ strip to carry the sewer line from the Jump’s property to the drain field with inclusion of 

the actual drain field. 

 

Ms. Koch said she’d talked to Casey Clement, sanitarian for the Health Department of Northwest 

Michigan. Ms. Clement said the Jumps could potentially use the existing drain field, but the 

Health Dept. would require engineering drawings and soil borings would need to be performed 

before approval could be issued. Ms. Koch told the Committee that the Jump’s property is 

currently unbuildable without an offsite sanitary system. 

 

Due to the above situation, at this point the Jump’s actual request is unknown. They would like, 

however, an indication from the County that obtaining an easement would be possible before they 

incur substantial building costs. 

 

Ms. Koch said she has consulted with Theresa Kent, County Abstractor, and had learned that the 

easement encumbering the County-owned property had been put in place previous to the 

County’s ownership of the property.  
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It was noted that the following motion had been unanimously approved at the November 13, 1997 

Board of Commissioner’s meeting: “That no easement shall be granted across County property, 

unless there is a direct benefit to the County of Antrim as determined by the Parks and Lands 

Committee of the Board of Commissioners.” The Committee discussed how granting the request 

could be a direct benefit to the County. 

 

The Jumps provided the Committee with additional documentation regarding their request (see 

attached pgs. 14-15). 

 

Ms. Breniser raised the question of the parcel being purchased with a trust fund grant and asked if 

the trust fund allowed an easement to be placed on property purchased with trust fund monies. 

Staff was directed to look into the issue. 

 

It was the consensus of the Committee the request deserved additional investigation. The 

Administration Department will bring what information they have to the October 13 Board of 

Commissioner meeting. 

14. Maintenance Update 

Dave Vitale, Maintenance Director, informed the Committee about various maintenance issues 

and necessary repairs. The boiler installation was complete and the State inspections had passed, 

but the invoice was being held back for payment until the contractor could satisfy the State 

regarding the permitting process. 

15. Nifty Thrifty Lease 

Ms. Koch distributed copies of the lease, which had not been included in the agenda packets. She 

said civil counsel’s review had not been received. Julie Palka, Nifty Thrifty employee, said the 

Nifty Thrifty Shop’s 501(c)(3) application had not been submitted to the IRS; she said the 

organization had been waiting for a lease agreement before applying. The Committee discussed 

options regarding the lease, including terms and the payment of utilities. 

 

The Administration Department was directed to contact civil counsel regarding the County 

signing a lease with Nifty Thrifty Shop, as a dba and a nonprofit corporation with the ability to 

obtain general liability insurance, and to bring that information to the Board meeting of October 

13, 2016. 

16. Snowplow Bid 

Motion by Chuck Johnson, seconded by Bryan Smith, to recommend the Board of 

Commissioners authorize the Chairman to sign the two-year snowplowing contract with 

Bert’s Excavating at an annual cost of $19,300. Motion carried. 

17. Various Matters 

Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Lease 

Mr. Garwood distributed copies of the letter he would be sending to the DHHS regarding the 

current status of their lease with the County (see attached pgs. 16-17) and reviewed it with the 

Committee. Mr. Smith asked about the worst case scenario if the replacement space language 

remained the same and replacement space was needed. 

 

Mr. Garwood said he would provide motions for the Board of Commissioners regarding action on 

the DHHS lease. 
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Antrim Creek Natural Area 

Ms. Koch said the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality permit for the modification to 

the boat landing project (the addition of 6” of gravel underneath the concrete slabs) had been 

obtained, but the approval from the Army Corps of Engineers was still pending. 

 

Lake Level Benchmarks 

Scott Papineau, County Surveyor, and the surveyor who was working on installing the lake level 

benchmarks told the Administration Department that he expected the project to be completed in 

the next week or two. Most of the data had been collected and a report will be submitted when the 

project is complete. 

 

Health Department 

Ms. Koch said the Administration Department had received an email from Richard Prince of 

Prince-Lund Engineering in Traverse City that contained a series of documents regarding a 

mound system plan review in Torch Lake Township. No action had been requested. 

 

Mic Fees 

Ms. Koch gave the Committee a quick summary regarding the back log of 800MHZ mic fees, for 

which the State of Michigan is requiring payment, and said the topic would be discussed in full at 

the Finance Committee of October 10. 

18. Public Comment 

None. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m. 
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