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Antrim Creek Natural Area Commission 

Dave Heeres, Chairman 

Betty Hoffmann     Michele Nerone       Carl Veenstra    Jacob Veenstra 
 

 

Minutes 

April 15, 2015 
 

Members present: Betty Hoffman, Carl Veenstra, Jacob Veenstra, Dave Heeres 

Members absent: Michele Nerone 

Others present: Janet Koch 

1. Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Public Comment 

None. 

3. Approval of May & October 2014 minutes 

Motion by Betty Hoffman, seconded by Carl Veenstra, to approve the minutes of May 14, 

2014 and October 22, 2014 as presented. Motion carried – unanimous. 

4. 2015 Grass River Natural Area (GRNA) Educational Programming 

James Dake, GRNA Education Director, presented a listing of the proposed summer educational 

activities GRNA would like to present at ACNA. Each program would cost $150 for a total cost 

of $450. The following programs would take place on Saturday mornings at 10:00 a.m. and 

would be conducted by Arlene Westhoven, GRNA Naturalist: 

 Whistle Up the Bay with Betty Beeby – Saturday, July 11 

 The Unique Flora of Antrim Creek Natural Area – Saturday, August 1 

 The First Peoples of Antrim Creek – Saturday, August 22 

Motion by Dave Heeres, seconded by Betty Hoffman, to approve the GRNA education 

proposal. Motion carried – unanimous. 

5. Boat Launch – small improvements 

Janet Koch, Associate Planner, told the members of the ACNA Commission that she’d been 

requested by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board to investigate small improvements at the 

boat launch. The improvements currently being discussed are: 

a) Place 6” of gravel (Afton stone) in sandy launch area and possibly a number of pre-cast 

concrete slabs. 

b) Move boulders to widen the launch area. 

c) Rework existing drainage tile so that it doesn’t drain across the roadway. 

d) Move some of the in-water boulders to clear the entrance to the natural harbor. 
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The ACNA Commission asked if any other improvements were being considered at the County 

level. Ms. Koch said she was not aware of any other discussions. She added that she will be 

working on completing the application for the permit, which will be filed jointly with the 

Department of Environmental Quality and the Army Corps of Engineers. 

6. Earth Cache – attachment 

Included in the Commission’s packets was the information that Stanley Briggs provided on the 

Earth Cache website (see pgs. 3-4). The Commission reviewed the information.  

7. Schoolhouse acquisition 

At the October meeting, Carl Veenstra had indicated that 2015 might be a good time to approach 

the owner of the schoolhouse property, or the owner’s representative, about acquisition.  

Mr. Heeres asked what the ACNA Commission would do with the schoolhouse and the 

schoolhouse property should it be purchased. Betty Hoffman noted the part of the ACNA Master 

Plan that described possible plans for the schoolhouse: 

“The old Antrim City Schoolhouse, located on Old Dixie Highway and surrounded by the 

Antrim Creek Natural Area, is an attractive opportunity for an interpretive display and 

education center. While its acquisition has not been identified as a primary goal, a strong 

sentiment for acquisition was expressed by several participants in public workshops. There is 

merit to a plan for acquisition, based upon its historic significance and its potential as an 

interpretive and educational center for the Antrim Creek Natural Area. Its acquisition would 

‘complete’ the boundary of the natural area and, as its use would be controlled by 

management, would eliminate an existing impedance to hunting in that area resulting from 

safe clearances required for that use.” 

Mr. Heeres said he would get the contact information for the schoolhouse owner or the owner’s 

representative and pass it along to Ms. Koch, who said she would send a letter of inquiry 

regarding an acquisition. 

8. Various Matters 

Mr. Carl Veenstra suggested that the summer programming be advertised at the ACNA kiosks. 

Ms. Koch said she would follow through with that suggestion. The Commission also discussed 

the purchase of brochure holders for the kiosks. 

Ms. Hoffman asked about an archaeological dig by Chuck Cleland this year. Ms. Koch said she 

hadn’t been contacted about an excavation project. Invasive plant species were also discussed. 

Website Data 

At the last meeting, Ms. Koch had told the group she’d bring back data on the ACNA website. 

For the first quarter of 2015, there were 25 page views at the ACNA Commission page and 20 

page views for the ACNA home page. She anticipated, however, that there will be more website 

visits during the warmer months. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
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Antrim Creek Natural Area Commission 

Dave Heeres, Chairman 

Betty Hoffmann     Michele Nerone       Carl Veenstra    Jacob Veenstra 
 

 

Minutes 

October 28, 2015 
 

Members present: Betty Hoffmann, Carl Veenstra, Jacob Veenstra, Dave Heeres, Michele 

Nerone 

Members absent: None 

Staff present: Janet Koch 

1. Meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. 

2. Public Comment 

None. 

3. Approval of April 2015 minutes 

Motion by Betty Hoffmann, seconded by Michele Nerone, to approve the minutes of April 

15, 2015 as presented. Motion carried – unanimous. 

4. April Meeting Follow Up 

Janet Koch, Associate Planner, said she had not yet followed through with the purchase of 

brochure holders for the kiosks, but would do so over the winter. The holders will allow for the 

placement of brochures. 

5. Permit Application Update 

Ms. Koch told the Commission that the application for a permit to do small improvements at the 

boat launch had been submitted to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality and the 

Army Corps of Engineers. She added that she was working to submit additional information that 

the Corps had requested. 

6. Schoolhouse Letter 

A copy of the letter sent to the owner of the schoolhouse had been included in the agenda packets. 

Ms. Koch said she had received no reply; the letter had been sent on August 20. It was the 

consensus of the Commission that Ms. Koch send a second letter and have it sent in such a way as 

to require a signature upon receipt. 

7. ACNA User Request 

Included in the agenda packets was an email from a frequent user of the ACNA. The email 

suggested that a new bench be added to the northern end of Trillium Ridge Trail, about 500 feet 

south of the north entrance road. It was the consensus of the Commission that Ms. Koch obtain 

the price for a new bench and request a budget amendment from the Board of Commissioners for 

the cost. 
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The email had also suggested that trail markers be added to the north end of the same trail to note 

the location of a bypass when the main trail was impassable due to water. Carl Veenstra indicated 

that he would follow through with placing markers; he had three post-type markers he could place 

on the trail.  

Maintenance of the trails was discussed. 

8. Snowplowing 

Ms. Koch asked the Commission if they felt snowplowing the south entrance road was a 

worthwhile expenditure of ACNA funds. Carl Veenstra reported near-daily use of the park the 

previous winter.  

It was the consensus of the Commission to go ahead with the snowplowing for the 2015-2016 

winter.  

9. Various Matters 

Ms. Hoffmann questioned the usefulness of some of the Grass River Natural Area’s summer 

programs due to low attendance. 

Carl Veenstra asked about taking down diseased and hazardous trees in the Old Dixie Highway 

right-of-way. He said he would take them down at no cost in exchange for the firewood. Ms. 

Koch said she would bring the issue to the appropriate County committee. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
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