
Antrim County 
2015 APPORTIONMENT REPORT 

 

Antrim County, located in the northwestern portion of Michigan.  County seat is Bellaire and was founded 
February 7, 1857, encompasses an area of approximately 602 square miles.  The name is taken from County 
Antrim in Northern Ireland. 

Presented to: 
 Antrim County of Commissioners 

October 8, 2015 

 Prepared by: 
Antrim County Equalization Department

   Polly S. Cairns, DIRECTOR 
www.antrimcounty.org

www.antrimcounty.org/equalization.asp 

Equalization             Addressing                          Mapping



ANTRIM COUNTY EQUALIZATION DEPARTMENT 

Phone (231) 533-6320               203 E Cayuga, P.O. Box 541 
Fax     (231) 533-5907                          Bellaire, MI  49615-0541 

To:  Antrim County Board of Commissioners 

From:  Polly Cairns, Equalization Director 

Date:  October 8, 2015 

RE:  2015 Antrim County Apportionment Report 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Antrim County Equalization Department has prepared this report pursuant to Michigan 
Compiled Laws (MCL) Section 211.37, where the Board of Commissioners must approve the 
Apportionment Report at its annual meeting in October. 

This report presents an overview and analysis of the taxes levied within Antrim County, as they 
relate to the County, Townships, Villages, local school districts, Intermediate school districts, 
community colleges, library authority, and other authorized levies. 

Statutory responsibility of County Board of Commissioners is contained in Sec. 37 of the 
General Property Tax Law, P.A. 206 of 1983 as amended, Section 211.1 through 211.157: 

Sec. 37.  County board of commissioners, at its annual session in October in each year, shall ascertain and 
determine the amount of money to be raised for county purposes, and shall apportion the amount, and also 
the amount of state tax and indebtedness of the county to the state among the townships in the county in 
proportion to the valuation of the taxable real and personal property as determined by the board or as 
determined by the state tax commission upon appeal in the manner provided by law for that year, which 
determination and apportionment shall be entered at large on county records. The board shall also 
examine all certificates, statements, papers, and records submitted to it, showing the money to be raised in 
the several townships for school, highway, drain, township, and other purposes.  It shall hear and duly 
consider all objections made to raising that money by any taxpayer affected.  If it appears to the board that 
any certificate, statement, paper, or record is not properly certified or is in anyway defective, or that any 
proceeding to authorize the raising of the money has not been had or is in anyway imperfect, the board 
shall verify the same, and if the certificate, statement, paper, record, or proceeding can then be corrected,
supplied, or had, the board shall authorize and require the defects or omissions of proceedings to be 
corrected, supplied, or had. The board may refer any or all the certificates, statements, papers, records, 
and proceedings to the prosecuting attorney, who shall investigate and without delay  report in writing his or 
her opinion to the board. The board shall direct that the money proposed to be raised for township, school, 
highway, drain, and all other purposes as ·authorized by law, shall be spread upon the assessment roll of 
the proper townships, wards, and cities. This action and direction shall be entered in full upon the records 
of the proceedings of the board, and shall be final as to the levy and assessment of all the taxes, except if 
there is a change made in the equalization of any county by the state tax commission upon appeal in the 
manner provided by law.  The direction for spread of taxes shall be expressed in terms of millages to be 
spread against the taxable values of properties and shall not direct the raising of any specific amount of 
money.  This section does not apply when section 36(2) 1 applies.  Amended by P.A. 1994, No. 415, Sub. 
Sec. I, Eff. Dec. 29, 1994  (MCL Sec. 211.37 allows County Board to ask county prosecutor to investigate any questions concerning any 
millage levy and give the Board a written opinion.)

L-4029 Millage Request Reports have been reviewed for the County Board of Commissioners and millage 
rollbacks and millage authorizations have been evaluated to verify the levies are correct.  



This report is a result of a study in performed in each and every class of real property and all 
personal property in all fifteen (15) townships and five (5) villages in Antrim County. 

The Equivalent State Equalized Values for Special Act Parcels, i.e. Act 198 (Industrial 
Facilities Exemptions) and Act 255 (Commercial Facilities Exemption) are not part of the 
C.E.V. (County Equalized Value), for the Apportionment Report. 

All county equalized values are subject to review and change by the Michigan State Tax 
Commission until the fourth Monday in May, when the final order is issued. 

The resolution adopting the 2015 Antrim County Apportionment Report as listed on the 
following pages. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Polly S. Cairns, Director 
Michigan Master Assessing Officer (Level IV Assessor) 
Antrim County Equalization Department 

DEPARTMENT  OF  EQUALIZATION 

Polly S. Cairns, Director (MMAO–Level IV Assessor) 
Casey Guthrie, Appraiser 

Julie Weston, GIS Technician 
Laura Rogers, Clerk 

Polly 
Cairns

Digitally signed by Polly Cairns 
DN: cn=Polly Cairns, o=Antrim 
County, ou=Antrim County 
Equalization, 
email=cairnsp@antrimcounty.org, 
c=US 
Date: 2015.10.05 21:08:49 -04'00'
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APPORTIONMENT 2015 

Other Ballot Proposals, Legislative, or Administrative Changes 

On September 30, 2004, Public Act (PA) 357 of 2004 was signed into law, providing a funding 
mechanism to serve as a substitute to county revenue sharing payments.  This substitute 
funding mechanism involves a gradual shift of county property tax millage from a winter tax 
levy to a summer tax levy and additionally requires the establishment of a restricted fund to be 
known as the Revenue Sharing Reserve Fund.  In 2005, one-third of the county’s allocated 
mills were levied in the summer.  In 2006, two-thirds of the county’s allocated mills was 
collected in the summer, and for 2007 and every year after 100 percent will be collected during 
the summer tax levy.  Effective in 2004, the Homestead Exemption was renamed the Principal 
Residence Exemption (PRE).  Likewise, Public Act 244 of 2002 amended the State Education 
Tax Act and requires cities and townships to collect the State Education Tax (SET) in a 
summer levy, except as otherwise provided by law.  If the local collection agency routinely 
collects a summer levy, the levy is mandatory, and there is no reimbursement.  If the local 
collection agency does not routinely collect a summer levy, reimbursement is $2.50 per parcel.  
If the local collection agency does not routinely collect a summer levy, the local unit may 
decline and defer the collection to the county.  The county can decline and defer the collection 
to the State of Michigan. 

Taxing authorities must hold a Truth-In-Taxation hearing when proposing the increase its 
operating tax levy over the maximum amount allowed to be levied without a hearing (MCL 
211.24e).  Taxing authorities that levied a total operating tax of one mill or less in the 
immediate preceding year do not need to hold a Truth-In-Taxation hearing.  Public Act 42 of 
1995 amended the General Property Tax Act to allow a township to combine the Truth-in-
Taxation hearing with the township’s budget public hearing.  This combined hearing is 
considered a Truth-in-Taxation hearing. 

Taxing authorities must publish a notice of the budget public hearing in a newspaper of general 
circulation (MCL 42.26).  The public hearing notice must include the time and place of the 
hearing and state the place where a copy of the budget is available for public inspection.  To 
satisfy the requirements of publishing a Truth-in-Taxation hearing notice, the budget public 
hearing notice must also contain the following statement printed in 11-point boldfaced type: 
“The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed budget 
will be a subject of this hearing” (MCL 141.412).  If the taxing authority complies with this 
requirement, it does not need to publish a separate public hearing notice on increasing 
property taxes.  After the taxing authority conducts its public hearing, the millage rate that the 
budget is based upon must be included in the general appropriations act adopted by the taxing 
authority.



 SUPERVISORS, ASSESSORS, & VILLAGE PRESIDENTS/MANAGERS 

ANTRIM COUNTY – 2015
  There are 15 townships and 5 villages in Antrim County (05) 

LOCAL UNIT    SUPERVISOR ASSESSOR

  Banks (01)    Thomas Mann   Amy Jenema  

  Central Lake  (02)   Stanley Bean   Jim Keller 

  Chestonia (03)   Milton Simmonds   Jim Keller 

  Custer (04)    Roxanne Flake   Robert Logee 

  Echo  (05)    William Derenzy   Amy Jenema  

  Elk Rapids (06)   William White   Karleen Heilmich 

  Forest Home (07)   Terry Smith    Robert Logee 

  Helena (08)    Rick Teague    Robert Logee 

  Jordan (09)    Tim Morris    Jim Keller 

  Kearney (10)    Rolland Kotz    Dave Grimm 

  Mancelona (11)   Dan Robinson   Amy Jenema  

  Milton (12)    Lon Bargy    Amy Jenema  

  Star (13)    Richard Steel   Jim Keller 

  Torch Lake (14)   Alan Martel    Amy Jenema  

  Warner (15)    Martin Franckowiak   Amy Jenema  

VILLAGE PRESIDENT/MANAGER 

Village of Bellaire (41- Kearney Twp.)     David Schulz 

Village of Bellaire (46-Forest Home Twp.)     David Schulz 

Village of Central Lake (42-Central Lk Twp.)    Larry Eckhardt 

Village of Elk Rapids (43-Elk Rapids Twp.)    Marcia Price 

Village of Ellsworth (44-Banks Twp.)     Hugh Campbell 

Village of Mancelona (45-Mancelona Twp.)    Mike Allison
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DANELL DOUCETTE 


Notary Public, Antrim County, MI 

My Commission Expires May 7, 2017 


Acting in Antrim County, MI 
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The rates in the following table are the average millage for principal residence property in the 
State of Michigan.  Rates are applied to properties that have New Facility Neighborhood 
Enterprise Zone (NEZ) Certificates.  The Michigan Department of Treasury annually 
determines the rates. 
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